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DRAMATURGY NOTES 
Sam Shepard is an inAuential contemporary American playwright who is also 
accomplished as a director, writer, actor, and musician. Many of his writings focus 
on the breakdown and disillusionment of the 1\merican family and ruminate on the 
fading myth of the West. Shepard wrote The Tooth of CrinJe, one of his earlier plays, 
in 1972, after he moved to London with his wife and son in pursuit of becoming a 
rock star. Shepard had also composed the music and lyrics in the original version 
of the play. The original production premiered on July 17th, 1972, at the Open 
Space Theatre in London. 
Nearly 25 years later, Shepard felt that he needed to revitalize the script while he 
was in the midst of rehearsals with Signature Theatre Company and Second Stage 
Theatre for the debut of the rewritten version. In 1972, when Shepard was writing 
the original version, he thought that rock and roll industry had reached a point of 
tedium and was "being transformed into a river of sameness" as it had begun "to 
lose its original lire and brass balls, much the same as .American cars lost their verve 
in the transition from the fi fries to the si..xties." But, by 1996, Shepard felt his script 
had also lost its edge: 
" .. .it seemed dated to me and somewhat hackneyed. The DJ character 
felt like a cartoon. Hoss seemed needlessly melodramatic, and the 
langu?,ge of Crow had lost its sting. So, again, I set about revamping the 
play ... 
For the new version, Shepard had asked long-time collaborator and muscian, T 
Bone Burnett, to write the music and lyrics. Burnett's score refreshed the play as he 
brought a mixture of styles and rhythmic Aow to the language. Shepard wanted to 
discard the outdated aspects of the play which also shifted the focus of the play. 
Shepard also opted to add a subtitle because the play had changed so much calling 
the piece, The Tooth of Crime (Seco11d Da11ce).The original play centered on the music 
of the story, but the new version concentrated on his conception of the ephemeral 
identity of the self. 
The reinvented production opened at the Lucille Lortel Theatre in New York 
City on December 16th, 1996. Since the rewrite, the original version has only been 
revived once in 2006 for a production at the La Mama Experimental Theatre Club 
in New York as part of its celebratory 45th season. 
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Announcing the 2011-2012 Season 
Fall 2011 
Center for the Performing Arts #1 
The Women of Lockerbie by Deborah Bre,·oort 
opens Sept. 29 
Center for the Performing Arts #2 
A Flea i1l Her Ear by Georges Feydeau 
opens Nov. 3 
Center for the Performing Arts #3 
Dance Theatre, Artistic Director Sara Semonis 
Westhoff #1 
Tbe Merchant of Venice by Shakespeare 
opens Sept. 30 
Westhoff #2 
The Marriage of Bette and Boo by Christopher Durang 
opens Nov. 4 
Centennial West 207 
Electra by Sophocles 
opens Oct. 13 
Spring2012 
Center for the Performing Arts #1 
Passion Play by Samh Ruhl 
opens Feb. 23 
Center for the Performing Arts #2 
La Boheme by Giacomo Puccini 
opens 1\pril 5 
Center for the Performing 1\rts #3 
Dance Theatre, 1\rtistic Director Sara Semonis 
opens l\fay 3 
Westhoff #1 
Cloud 9 by Caryl Churchill 
opens Feb. 24 
Westhoff #2 
]11li11s Caesar by William Shakespeare 
opens ,\ pril 6 
Centennial West 207 
Picnic by William Inge 
opens l\larch 23 
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...................... Rachael Caisc, Alex Carlson, Mitch Conti, Sabrina Conti, 
...... ... .. ...... .Joey Fitzpatrick, 1\lex Hartman, Lies! Krieger, Colleen Longo, 
.................. Ryan Mostardo, Kelsey O'Dowd, Casey Peck, Anna Swacker, 
..................................... . .. . . Lora Vodicka, Samantha Yablon 
Duty Manager .. . ......... . . . ........................... Christopher Dea* 
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THEATRE POLICIES 
Ticket Policies 
TI1e ticket office in the Center for the Performing 1\rts handles tickets for all 
College of Fine Arts events, including music and theatre performances in the 
Center, plus performances in \'v'csthoff Theatre. 
The Ticket Office is open 11 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday. Call 
(309) 438-2535. Purchase tickets online at Ticketmaster, 24 hours a day! 
There is a performance ticket office (often referred to as "will-call") open one hour 
before each performance for picking up tickets. Por Center for the Performing 1\rts 
performances it is the main ticket office. For \'v'csthoff Theatre performances, it is 
in the Westhoff lobby. 
Late Seating 
Patrons who arrive after a performance has been started for a Westhoff Theatre 
production will not be seated until intermission if there is one (this is for safety 
requirements due to the intimate nature of the space - entering the theatre 
requires walking on the stage). For events in the Center for the Performing Arts, 
patrons may be seated late at the discretion of the House l\Ianager during an 
appropriate break in the performance. 
Exchanges/Refunds 
Exchanges can be made for a $2.00 exchange fee per ticket at least 24 hours in 
advance. (First exchange fee is waived for subscribers.) Tickets can not be refunded. 
NOTICES 
So that you may have the best experience in enjoying today's production, please be 
aware of the following: 
• The use of cameras or other recording devices in the theatre is prohibited 
• Please silence and put away all electronic dcV1ccs. Sounds and lit phone 
screens arc distracting to other pa trans 
• Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of the House Manager 
• If you leave your scat during the performance you may not be reseated 
• Pood and drink (except bottled water) arc not allowed in the theat;e 
Illinois State University is a member of tbe National Association of Scbools of Theatre 
and tbe U11iversity/Resident Tbeatre Associatio11 

